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Planning Delivery Committee 
 

Monday, 18 July 2011                         7.30pm 
 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Lee Croxton (Chair) 
Cllr Peter Rayner (Vice-Chair) 
 
Cllrs: Valerie Ashenden 

Harold Craske 
Jane Cribbon 
Brian Sangha 
Makhan Singh 
Robin Theobald 
Michael Wenban 
Glen Handley (In place of Michael Snelling) 
 

Note:  Cllr John Burden was also in attendance 
 
Kevin Burbidge Director (Business) 
Wendy Lane Principal Planning Officer 
Tony Chadwick Principal Planning Officer 
Alison Nailer Project Manager, CAMS 
Nick Channon Committee Services Officer 
 
 
 
1. Welcome  
 
The Chair welcomed Members and Officers to the first meeting of the Planning Delivery 
Committee. 
 
2. Apologies  
 
An apology for absence was received from Cllr Michael Snelling and Cllr Glen Handley 
attended as his substitute. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest  
 
No declarations of interest were declared. 
 
4. Cobham Ashenbank Management Scheme - Presentation  
 
Alison Nailer, Project Manager, gave a presentation on the Cobham Ashenbank 
Management Scheme (CAMS). 
 
CAMS was established in 1997 to undertake a programme of projects to conserve and 
enhance historic, nature conservation and landscape interests within Cobham Park and 
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Ashenbank Wood area as a result of proposals in respect of the Channel Tunnel Rail Link 
and its impact on this area. 
 
There were eight partners in CAMS as follows:- 
 

• Gravesham Borough Council 
• English Heritage 
• Natural England 
• Cobham Hall 
• The National Trust 
• Union Railways 
• Kent County Council 
• The Woodland Trust 

 
The core of the CAMS area is located within Cobham Park which is now owned by a range 
of individuals and organisations. 
 
The work undertaken by CAMS, including the complete restoration of the Darnley 
Mausoleum, had been completed in two phases at a cost of £8m.  The funding had been 
provided in varying amounts by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister, English Heritage, Department of Communities and Local Government, the 
Georgian Group and Gravesham Borough Council.  
 
The CAMS scheme is nearing completion and will be handed over to the National Trust 
shortly. 
 
Members thanked Alison Nailer for a very informative presentation. 
 

It was agreed that the report be noted and a visit to the site be arranged for 
Members later in the year. 

 
5. Revised Local Development Scheme 2011/14  
 
The Committee considered a revised draft Local Development Scheme (LDS) which sets out 
how the Council intends to process the delivery of key documents, in particular the Core 
Strategy. 
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act requires Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to 
prepare and review an LDS for their area with the primary objective of setting out a 
programme of work for the preparation of the Council's Local Development Framework 
(LDF) for three years ahead (2011/14). 
 
The current LDS adopted by Cabinet in January 2009 is out of date and needs to be updated 
now so that key stakeholders and interested parties, including the public, are aware of the 
Council's intention in respect of document production and key milestones. 
 
The Committee was apprised of new timescales which needed to be met to ensure a Core 
Strategy is in place by December 2012.  Due to the Core Strategy not now being adopted 
until 2012 it was necessary to look beyond the 2006/10 time period to 2011/31. 
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The Committee was informed of key milestones in respect of the public consultation process 
and the various costs that are anticipated against each budget year. 
 
An interim public consultation process will commence in October 2011 together with 
obtaining the views of landowners and developers on their intentions.  Work on the LDF will 
dominate the work of this committee for the next two years therefore Members' input was 
crucial to drive this forward, in particular the vision for the Borough over the next 30 years, 
with the emphasis on Gravesham being a place where people can live and be happy. 
 
 
 It was agreed that:- 
 

(1) authority be delegated to the Lead Member for the Local Development 
Framework (LDF) and the Director (Business) to finalise the new Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) 2011/14 for submission; 

 
(2) the amended Local Development Scheme (LDS) be submitted to the 

Department for Communities and Local Government for approval. 
 
Note: Cllr John Burden spoke with leave of the Chair on this item. 
 
 Close of meeting  
 
The meeting ended at 8.40 pm. 
 


